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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: IS, UG 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST STORY ON ISRAELI FIRM PROVIDING 
PLANES FOR UGANDA 

1 . WASHINGTON POST SEPTEMBER 1 1 CARRIES STORY DATELINED 
LONDON HEADLINED "UGANDAN PLANE DEAL BELIEVED KEY TO 
ISRAELI SPY OPERATION." IN SHORT THE STORY SAYS AN 
ISRAELI FIRM NAMED ATASCO (AIRCRAFT TRADING AND SERVICES 
INC.), HEADQUARTERED IN TEL AVIV AND OWNED BY "ELUSIVE 
ISRAELI ENTREPRENEUR" SHAUL EISENBERG, IS LEASING TWO 
BOEING 707S TO UGANDA AIRLINES WHICH ARE BEING USED TO 
FLY UGANDAN COFFEE AND OFEICIALS TO EUROPE AND BRING BACK 
IMPORTS. PLANES STOP EN ROUTE AT BENGHAZI AND CREWS FILE 
INTELLIGENCE REPORTS, WHICH ARE SHARED AMONG ISRAELI, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BRITISH AND US INTELLIGENCE, ON WHAT THEY LEARN DURING 
THE STOPOVER. FINAL TWIST, ACCORDING TO THE STORY, IS 
THAT LIBYAN GOVERNMENT IS FULLY AWARE THE PLANES ARE BEING 
USED FOR INTELLIGENCE GATHERING AND HAS ITS AGENTS PROVIDE 
CREWS WITH APPROPRIATE "DISINFORMATION." 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS HAD INQUIRIES ON THIS STORY, INCLUDING 
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A CALL FROM OFFICE OF SENATOR HATEIELD, WHICH HAS EX- 
PRESSED CONCERN THAT AN ISRAELI EIRM WOULD BE PROVIDING 
UGANDA WITH AN AIR TRANSPORT CAPABILITY AND HOPE THAT, IE 

THE STORY IS TRUE, THE GOVERNMENT OE ISRAEL WILL TAKE 
STEPS TO SEVER THIS CONNECTION TO UGANDA. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER LIGHT EMBASSY CAN SHED ON 
WASHINGTON POST STORY. COPY OF STORY BEING POUCHED TO 
TEL AVIV EOR ACTING DCM. 

CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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